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VISUAL SYSTEMS MAP:
CITY ON THE RISE,
STUDENTS LEFT BEHIND
Education Inequity in Nashville, Tennessee



To what extent have Nashville's
economic priorities affected

education inequity?

RESEARCH QUESTION
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Nashville students have
disparate outcomes
based on SES, race,
status, ethnicity as seen in
test scores, graduation
rates and college
completion rate
discrepancies.

Nashville schools have unequal
access to resources and
funding due to Parent Teacher
Association fundraising, and
funding formulas that don't
account for all the needs of
students or count the growing
population of undocumented
students. 

Nashville families are unable
to take full advantage of
school choice due to unequal
access to knowledge about
school options and
transportation to schools
outside families' zoned school. 

Nashville is segregated
by SES, race, status, and
ethnicity.

A growing immigrant
population in Nashville
has led to greater student
demographic diversity. 

An increased cost of living
trends with Nashville's
growing emphasis on
economic growth and
tourism, a priority driven by
recent city budgets and state's
tax collection priorities.

School options are
increasing as state and
city policies have allowed
for more charter schools
and access to options
outside of a student's
zoned school. 

Worsening segregation
within schools and within
and between
neighborhoods.  

The state school funding formula inequitably and
inadequately funds the school system as claimed by
lawsuits, and stakeholders.

The school choice system creates inequitable access to
school options but is supported through state legislation and
priorities.

Local control governance places the majority of
educational power in the local context through School
Board decision-making and City and District Budgeting.

Structural racism within housing and zoning was built by
racist redlining, city development, and real estate
development practices.

Disparate outcomes persist even while investments increase  

"Great Equalizer." Education provides students of 
all backgrounds access to economic opportunity.

American Dream. Anyone can succeed if they work hard. Structural Racism. Racism no longer affects society today.

Meritocracy. You get what you deserve.

American Ideals False Perceptions
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https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOvAx1tk=/?share_link_id=947519775152


Root Cause: Funding 

State Policy and Local Shifts in Enrollment Create Discrepancies in Available School Resources
School Funding Causal Loop



Root Cause: Housing

Housing Causal Loop
Segregated Housing and Segregated Schools Reinforce Each Other



Root Cause: Choice

Choice Causal Loop
A Student's Ability to Access School Choice is Reinforced by Opportunities Students are Exposed to
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Current Neighborhood Segregation

Proportion Nonwhite

https://www.opportunityatlas.org/



Stakeholder Map



Stakeholder Relationships



Stakeholder Power Analysis


